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ANCIENT FAITH MEETS THE DIGITAL AGE

From October 2009 the Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies will offer a version of
its Cambridge-based courses on-line, using the inteet to make available some of the
most distinguished teachers of Orthodox studies tstudents anywhere in the world.

The Distance Learning programme follows our Cambridje face-to-face courses. You
will be taught by experts drawn from the United Kingdom and abroad, who present an
up-to-the-minute digest of their topic on video andgsound-recording, available at any
time and downloadable for private study anywhere.

Our lecturers include:

Metropolitan Kallistos Ware (formerly Spalding
Lecturer, University of Oxford)

Revd Professor Andrew Louth(University of
Durham)

Dr Sebastian Brock(formerly Reader, University
of Oxford)

Revd Dr Nikolai Sakharov (Monastery of St
John the Baptist, Essex)

Revd Professor Nikolaos LoudovikogSuperior
Ecclesiastical Academy, Thessaloniki)

Archiprétre Nicolas Ozoline (Institut de
Théologie Orthodoxe Saint Serge, Paris)

Dr Mary Cunningham (University of
Nottingham)

Dr Marcus Plested(Academic Director, IOCS)

Archimandrite Ephrem Lash (formerly Lecturer
in Theology, University of Newcastle)

We aim to offer the whole ‘Cambridge
experience’, so that you can sit in on the lectamm while your fellow-students discuss with
the lecturer what has been said. But we also maéeia provision to combat ‘the loneliness
of the long-distance learner’.

Each distance-learner will have:
a personal Tutor or Supervisor, who keeps contaetimail, advises on study
techniques, comments on drafts of work to be subdyiand conducts on-line
discussions with groups of students at least orcevpek;
access to ‘blogs’ and ‘chat-rooms’, so as to kesygact with others studying the
same subject;
additional material offered on-line for when yondiit hard to access libraries;
a ‘virtual university’ centred on the Institute’shsite (www.iocs.cam.ac.uk) and
IOCS video streaming website (www.snvteam.com/iadebs), giving the normal
ambience of higher education: lectures on relatatiers or on subjects of general
interest, recorded symposia and discussions, leataeligious music, and viewing
of Institute worship.




WHAT GUARANTEES ME A QUALITY
EXPERIENCE?

The distinction of our specialist teachers and
our decade of experience in offering Orthodpx
Christian studies. Dr Marcus Plested (MA,
MPhil, PhD Oxon), Academic Director of
IOCS, a noted scholar in Orthodox Theology,
has worked closely with our lecturers to create
a high quality academic programme of studies
which has attracted praise from the Orthodox
world for a decade.

The Institute has engaged a specialist, Dr
Constantinos Athanasopoulos, as its
Director of Distance Learning. Dr Athanasopoulos &a M.Ed. (specialising in
Distance and Open University Education) from tledléhic Open University and a
number of distance learning qualifications from @@en University (United
Kingdom). He is also a Fellow of the Higher EducatAcademy (FHEA) for work

on support for distance learners and has a quaiific from the Staff and Educational
Development Association (UK).

We use the most up-to-date techniques for assidigsignce learners and offer our
courses on the Moodle platform that is favouredh®yOpen University and other
leading providers of distance-learning at univgrkatel.

Our distance-learners are also welcome to attesettf@face modules taught in
Cambridge and credit them to their IOCS Certificate

HOW IS THE COURSE
STRUCTURED AND WHEN MAY
STUDENTS JOIN?

IOCS begins its distance-learning
programme in October 2009 with its
Certificate in Orthodox Christian Studies,
taught in discrete modules over two
years.

The modules of the course are taught as
separate units, so students may join the
course at any time. However, the modules
follow in sequence through the two years,
and students are advised to hold as far as
possible to the proposed two-monthly
timetable for each module, so that staff
and students may consider the same topic
together.

For 2009- 11, the Certificate Modules
offered through distance learning are:




Year One  Module One (10 credits) PRAYER (Prayer in the Early Church:
(2009 - 10) Prayer of the Heart)

Module Two (10 credits) SCRIPTURE: THE GOSPELS
(Synoptic Gospels; Gospel of John)

Module Three (10 credits) ORTHODOX CHRISTOLOGY AND
TRINITARIAN THEOLOGY
(The Person of Christ I; The Trinity 1)

Module Four (10 credits) MYSTERIES OF LIFE AND DEATH
(Baptism and Chrismation; Sanctifying
Life and Death)

Module Five (20 credits) ‘ASCENT TO HOLINESS’
(Summer School)

Year Two  Module One (10 credits) ICON AND LITURGY

(2010 - 11) (The Icon; The Divine Liturgy)
Module Two (10 credits) ORTHODOXY IN HISTORY AND

PRACTICE (I) (Living the Faith of the
Fathers; Undivided Church in Britain)

Module Three (10 credits) SANCTITY AND ASCETICISM
Sanctity, Asceticism; Mother of God)

Module Four (10 credits) THE CHURCH
(The Church I; The Church II)

Module Five (20 credits) ‘LOVE’
(Summer School)

FEES

For the academic period 2009-2011, the fee for ddickredit Certificate module is £220,
making a total of £2,640 for the 120 credit quedfion. However, a discounted fee of
£2,376, representing a saving of 10%, is availablé¢hose who pay before their course
commences. Clergy who have a letter of introducfim@m their Bishop and also pay at
commencement may receive a further 10% discoumtstadents seeking financial help from
local churches or other charitable bodies, theitiist is happy to supply a letter of
provisional acceptance.

Payments may be made by cheque or credit card Within the United Kingdom, and by

credit card from overseas. Arrangements can be nwagay by bank transfer, if necessary,
but transfer costs must be borne by the student.




HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?

There are no formal examinations, but assessment i
made on one 2,000 word essay for each 10 credit-pg
module, and must be on a topic drawn from a list of
guestions proposed by the relevant lecturer. Course
requirements include viewing or hearing lectureshan
video or sound recordings provided.

Essays should be submitted electronically, and ioeist
a student’s own work, in that student’s own wottls.
must represent the student’s individual understapdi
and interpretation of a topic, and should be pregar
according to guidelines for theological essaysegubsin
the course website.

Tutors will advise on drafts and give every help to
students inexperienced in putting together an anade
essay.
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CAN | COME ‘JUST FOR THE RIDE’?

Many students embark on IOCS courses hoping todugptheir knowledge of Orthodox
theology and practice, to equip themselves to coinclasses in a parish, to participate better
in church life, or as part of their preparation foiesthood or for lay ministry.

Others join a course simply out of interest orgersonal development. Students may come
from any religious background or none and may desithply to be ‘auditors’, who follow a

course but do not submit any essay. To take a reamfulwo as an ‘auditor’ is a good way of
finding out if the course is for you. Credit candmned later by submission of a late essay

for assessment.




WHAT ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS ARE THERE?

You will have to show secondary school-leaving Giealtions from a recognized institution
in the United Kingdom or, for overseas students, lavel comparable to that required from
students educated in the United Kingdom.

If you are not a native speaker of Engligby will be required to reach a level of 5.0 at
IELTS, or an equivalent score in another recogni&edlish language proficiency test.
Comprehension of spoken English and the abilityiite English with a measure of
correctness are essential. Tutors will give overstadents appropriate assistance in essay-
writing but cannot give language tuition of a rema¢#ind.

HOW DO | REGISTER?

Please complete and return the ‘DL Registratiomf@n the next page to the Institute by
posting it to the address given below or e-mailirtg info@iocs.cam.ac.uk

The form should be accompanied by photocopiesanssof certificates that prove secondary
education qualifications and language proficieraydverseas applicants (if you have
already these to us for the first Module, you domeed to send these again). Upon
acceptance of applicants in the course, first paynsedue one week before the start of your
module.

The Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies
Wesley House, Jesus Lane
Cambridge CB5 8BJ
United Kingdom




|OCS Distance Learning Registration Form

(Please send this form to IOCS with copies of yautificates
by 15th of January for the February 2009 stadease note that enrolment is
ongoing and is open throughout the course year)

Please attach

First Name: passport size
Surname: photo here.
Male Female (please tick

Address for Correspondence:

Nationality:

E-mail:

Skype/Messenger Name:

Telephone: Fax:

Date of Birth:

Secondary School Qualification (please include@yaf the certificate with your
registration):
Name and Address of awarding body:

Higher Education Qualifications:

English Language Proficiency (for overseas studenlkg. please provide name of the
test, result, and date, and include a copy of ttadification with your registration):
Name:

Result:

Date:

Can you operate computers and e-mail efficientlg8 Y No__
Do you have a PC or a Mac? (plecise i

Do you wish to receive an on-line session via Skypé&ow to use the IOCS Moodle
resources and other related software? Yes No

How did you hear about IOCS?




When do you wish to begin the IOCS DL Programme?

For which modules do you wish to register?

Module One: PRAYER ™
(Prayer in the Early Church; Prayer of the Heart)

Module Two: SCRIPTURE: THE GOSPELS ™
(Synoptic Gospels; Gospel of John)

Module Three: ORTHODOX CHRISTOLOGY AND TRINITARIANHEOLOGY &
(The Person of Christ I; The Trinity I)

Are you a member of a Christian Church? Yes No
If you answered ‘yes’, which Church do you beloo t

Are you a monastic or a member of the clergy? Yes\o
(if ‘yes’, at which rank and at whichigia Monastery?

Are you preparing yourself to become a member efctargy?
Yes No (if ‘yes’, in which Church? )

Other involvement in your Church:
How are going to pay for your fees?

| wish to pay the discounted fee for the entirecan/Certificate programme: Yes
No

| wish to pay the first module fee for now and tlefiore each subsequent module:
Yes  No__
Methods of payment:

| wish to receive a proof of registration approfram IOCS, so that | can seek
financial assistance from my Church/parish: YesNo

If you wish to receive this proof please give tlaene and address of the Priest in
Charge at your parish:

Give the name and full address of one person frowmmvwe can obtain a reference
(A relative should not be given as a referee):

Why do you want to study via Distance Learning@tE5?

Signature Date




